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“Emotionally charged. . . . Vividly evokes a country  
of political corruption, startling economic disparity  

and relentless crime.” 
 —Booklist 

 “Gage creates a contemporary tapestry of Brazil. . . .  
[B]uilds a compelling foundation for future Silva cases.” 

 —Kirkus Reviews 

“Terrifically written, intelligent, and powerfully evocative. 
Leighton Gage is a master storyteller, a natural;  

but more than that, he takes us on a breakneck trip  
to a real world, with real characters, and real issues. 

This is definitely a not-to-be missed debut.”
—Brian Haig, Man in the Middle

“Blood of the Wicked manages to pack a huge amount  
into a spare three hundred pages; power politics, petty 

violence, sexual scandal, saintly courage, staggering poverty  
and obscene wealth. . . . This is a novel as rich and  

complex as Brazil itself.”
—Rebecca Pawel, The Summer Snow
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In the remote Brazilian town of Cascatas do 
Pontal, where landless peasants are confront-
ing the owners of vast estates, the bishop arrives 
by helicopter to consecrate a new church and 
is assassinated.

Mario Silva, Chief Inspector for Criminal 
Matters of the Federal Police of Brazil, is dis-
patched to the interior to find the killer. The 
Pope himself has telephoned Brazil’s president; 
the pressure is on Silva to perform, and fast.

Assisted by his nephew, Hector Costa, also a 
federal policeman, Silva must battle the state 
police and a corrupt judiciary as well as crimi-
nals who prey on street kids, warring factions 
of the Landless League, and their enemies, the 
big landowners, as well as the Church itself in 
order to solve the initial murder and several 
brutal killings that follow.

Justice is hard to come by. An old priest, a 
secret liberation theologist, is its instrument. 
Here is a Brazil the tourist never sees.

Leighton Gage’s wife is Brazilian and he 
spends part of each year in Santana do 
Parnaiba, Brazil, the rest of the year in 
Florida and The Netherlands. He has four 
daughters. This is his first novel.
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Buried Strangers

Leighton Gage

A Chief Inspector Mario Silva Investigation


